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 Graduated Summa cum laude, Princeton University (1970)  
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 National Science Foundation Fellowship, UCSD (1971-1974)  
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"The representation of Perceptual Structure," Biomedical Research  Grant, National Institutes of Health, 
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"Configural Effects in Visual Perception," Biomedical Research Grant, National Institutes of Health, 1978-
1979.  
 
"Representation and Processing of Spatial Structure," National Institute of Mental Health, 1979-1984.  
 
"Visual Perception of Spatial Structure," National Science Foundation, 1984-1990.  
 
"Reference Frames in Visual Perception," National Institute of Mental Health, 1989-1993 (with Irvin Rock).  
 
"Rethinking Perceptual Organization," National Institute of mental Health, 1994-2000 (with Irvin Rock). 
 
"Cognitive Science:  An integrated approach to spatial cognition."  National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Training Grant, 1996-2002. 
 
“Aesthetic Science of Color and Spatial Composition,” National Science Foundation Grant BCS-0745820, 
June 2008 to May 2011. 
 
 
Editorial Service: 
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 Cognitive Psychology (1986-1990)  
 Series in Cognitive Psychology, Bradford Books/MIT Press (1989-2000)  
 
    Editorial Board: 
 
 Spatial Vision (1985-1992)  
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 Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception and Performance  (1981-1986)  
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 American Journal of Psychology 
 Behavioral and Brain Sciences 
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National Institute of Mental Health, outside reviewer of grant proposals  
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National Science Foundation, Review panel member for NATO-NSF  
  Postdoctoral Fellowships (1989, 1992) 
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Palmer, S. E. Structural aspects of perceptual organization. Department of Psychology, University of 
California, San Diego, 1975.  
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 [Portion reprinted in: Norman, D. A. (1976) Memory and attention. New York: Wiley.]   
 
Palmer, S. E. (1975) The effects of contextual scenes on the identification of objects. Memory and Cognition, 
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controversy. In R. Schank & B. L. Nash-Webber (Eds.), Theoretical issues in natural language processing. 
Arlington, Va.: Tinlap Press.   
 
Palmer, S. E. (1976) Cognitive science: An auspicious beginning. Review of D. Bobrow & A. Collins (Eds.), 
Representation and understanding: Studies in cognitive science. Contemporary Psychology, 21, 522-523.   
 
Palmer, S. E. (1977) Hierarchical structure in perceptual representation. Cognitive Psychology, 9, 441-474.   
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Palmer, S. E., & Bucher, N. M. (1982) Textural effects in perceived pointing of ambiguous triangles. 
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Robertson, L. C., & Palmer, S. E. (1983) Holistic processes in the perception and transformation of 
disoriented figures. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception and Performance, 9, 203-214.   
 
Palmer, S. E. (1983) The psychology of perceptual organization: A transformational approach. In J. Beck, 
B. Hope, & A. Rosenfeld (Eds.),  Human and machine vision (pp. 269-339). New York: Academic Press.   
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Palmer, S. E. & Zimbardo, P. G. (1985) Perception. In P. G. Zimbardo,  Psychology and life (pp. 150-185). 
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Review of D. E. Rumelhart, J. L. McClelland, & the PDP Research Group, Parallel Distributed Processing: 
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Palmer, S. E. (1989) Reference frames in the perception of shape and orientation. In B. Shepp & S. 
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 [Reprinted in G. W. Humphreys (Ed.), Understanding  vision. Oxford: Blackwell, 1992.] 
 
 [French translation reprinted in Intellectica, 1999, as "Les theories contemporaines de la 
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Palmer, S. E., & Schloss, K. B. (under review). An ecological valence theory of color preferences. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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Participation in Public Lectures or Forums  
 
"Structural models of pattern recognition." Invited lecture, Department of Psychology, Stanford 
University, February, 1975.   
 
"The nature of perceptual representation." Paper presented at Conference on Theoretical Issues in Natural 
Language Processing, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, June 1975.   
 
"Network models of visual perception." Invited lecture, Workshop on Alternative Theories of Syntax and 
Semantics, University of California, Berkeley, June 1975.   
 
"The nature of visual imagery." Invited lecture, University Extension course on "Advances in the 
Psychology of Thinking," October, 1975.   
 
"Hierarchical theories of perceptual representation." Colloquium presented at the Institute of Human 
Learning, University of California, Berkeley, November, 1975.   
 
"Hierarchical structure in perceptual representation." Paper presented at the 16th Annual Meeting of the 
Psychonmic Society, November, 1975.   
 
Participant at Workshop on the Psychology of Cartography, San Francisco, October, 1976.   
 
"Fundamental aspects of cognitive representation." Paper presented at:  
Conference on Human Categorization, Lake Arrowhead, CA, May, 1976.  
Department of Psychology, Stanford University, May, 1976.  
Society for Logic and Methodology of Science, U.C.B., June, 1977.  
Center for Human Information Processing, La Jolla, CA, June, 1977.   
 
"Organization of figures in perception and memory." Paper presented at Annual Meeting of the Western 
Psychological Association, San Francisco, April, 1978.   
 
"Visual analysis through local reference frames: A theory of perception."  
Conference on Cognitive Science, La Jolla, California, August, 1978.  
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, October, 1978.   
 



"Uses of evoked potentials to test perceptual and attentional theories." Conference on Evoked Potentials 
and Cognitve Psychology, Carmel, California, January, 1979.   
 
"Quantitative and qualitative aspects of perceptual representation." Conference on Dense Representation, 
University of California, San Diego, California, February, 1979.   
"Symmetry and the transformational structure of perceptual systems." Conference on Perceptual 
Organization, Abano Terme, Italy, June, 1979.   
 
"Mechanisms of Gestalt perception: A case study." University of California, Santa Barbara, December, 
1979.   
 
"Canonical perspective and the perception of objects." Paper presented at the Meeting of the Society for 
the Study of Attention and Performance, Cambridge, England, July, 1980.   
 
"A transformational theory of perception." Paper presented at Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, St 
Louis, November, 1980.   
 
"Transformational structure and perceptual organization."   
Conference on Human and Machine Vision, Denver, August, 1981.  
3rd Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, Berkeley, August, 1981.   
 
"Mechanisms of Gestalt perception."    
University of California, Santa Cruz, October, 1981.  
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N. J., Novermber, 1981.  
Bell Telephone Laboratories, Murray Hill, N. J., November, 1981.  
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA, March, 1983.  
MRC Applied Psychology Unit, Cambridge, England, February, 1984.  
Physiology Department, University of Cambridge, England, June, 1984.  
Department of Psychology, Stanford University, January, 1986.   
 
"Toward a theory of perceptual organization."   
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, April, 1983.  
Psychology Department, University of Cambridge, England, Feb., 1984.   
 
"Reference frames in Gestalt perception." Colloquium presented at  
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., April, 1983.  
Columbia University, New York, N.Y., April, 1983.  
New York University, New York, N.Y., April, 1983.  
Cognitive Science, University of California, Berkeley, April, 1983.  
University of Keele, Keele, England, March, 1984.  
University of Stirling, Stirling, Scotland, April, 1984.  
University of Reading, Reading, England, May, 1984.  
University of Nijmegan, Nijmegan, The Netherlands, June 1984.   
 
"On Goodness, Gestalt, Groups, and Garner."    
Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, San Diego, CA, November, 1983.  
MRC Applied Psychology Unit, Cambridge, England, June, 1984.   
 
"Theoretical Issues in Object Classification." Paper presented at International Congress of 
Neuropsychology, Aachen, Germany, June, 1984.   
 
"Context, depth, and expectation in the perception of ambiguous figures"  
International Congress of Psychology, Acapulco, Mexico, Sept. 1984.  
Psychonomic Society Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, November, 1984.   
 
"Gestalt then and now," Colloquium presented to Cognitive Science Group, University of California, 
Berkeley, December, 1984.   
 



"Reference frame effects on shape perception in two versus three dimensions".  Psychonomic Society 
Meeting, Boston, Massachusetts, November, 1985.   
 
"Problems in Shape Perception: The Legacy of Gestalt," Invited address at Center for Visual Science 
Symposium on Computational Models in Human  Vision, Rochester, N.Y., June 19, 1986.   
 
"Theories of shape constancy and the reference frame hypothesis" Symposium in honor of Irvin Rock, 
American Psychological Association  Convention, Washington D.C., August 24, 1986.   
 
"Reference frames in the perception of shape and orientation" Invited presentation at the Conference on 
Object Perception: Structure and Process, Madrid, Spain, May 18-20, 1987.   
 
"Testing theories of a Gestalt effect" Colloquium presented at University of California, Santa Cruz, CA 
(May, 1987).   
 
"Testing the low spatial frequency conjecture for a Gestalt effect." Paper  presented at 28th Annual 
Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, Seattle, WA,  November 6, 1987.   
 
"Affective information processing in clinical subgroups: Tests of an activation/inhibition theory of 
warded-off complexes." Paper presented at the Experimental Studies Group Workshop of the MacArthur 
Foundation Project on Conscious and Unconscious Mental Processes, San Francisco, CA, February 29, 
1988.   
 
"The Gestalt Connection." Colloquium presented to the Psychology  Department, University of California, 
Berkeley CA, March 11, 1988.   
 
"Testing theories of Gestalt perception." Invited lecture to the Japanese Society of Cognitive Science. 
Tokyo, Japan, June, 1988.   
 
"Psychological approaches to visual perception." Series of four lectures  presented at Nippon Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, Tokyo, Japan, June, 1988.   
 
"Is perception direct? Evidence from the primed matching paradigm." (with A. Sekuler) Paper presented 
at 29th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society,  Chicago, IL, November 1988.    
 
"Goodness, Gestalt, Groups, and Garner."  Invited presentation at the  Conference on the Perception of 
Structure (in honor of Wendell Garner), Yale University, New Haven, CN, May 21-22, 1989.    
 
"Perceptual Grouping occurs After Lightness Constancy." (with Romi Nijhawan & Irvin Rock). Paper 
presented at 31th Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, New Orleans, LA, November 1990.   
 
"Gestalt Grouping Revisited." Colloquium presented at Columbia University,  November 1990.   
 
"Rethinking Perceptual Organization." Colloquium presented at:  
University of California, Berkeley, September, 1991.  
Princeton University, September, 1991.   
Stanford University, April, 1992.  
Society of Experimental Psychologists, Baltimore, MD, April, 1992.  
 
"Remembering the Earthquake: "Flashbulb" memory for perceived versus remembered events." Paper 
presented at the 32nd Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society, San Francisco, CA, November, 1991. 
 
"The perception of partly occluded objects: A local or global process?" Paper presented at the 
International Congress of Psychology, Brussells, July, 1992. (Presented by Allison Sekuler.) 
 
"Visual Perception."  Five-day series of lectures at the First International Summer Institute of Cognitive 
Science, SUNY Buffalo, NY.  July 1993. 
 



"Spatial aspects of perceptual organization: Grouping, parsing, and completion."  Colloquium presented 
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