CHAPTER 25

A Contrasting Frame
of Reference:
Soviet Contributions
to Social
Psychophysiology

John T. Cacioppo
University of iowa

Richard E. Petty
University of Missouri-Columbia

INTRODUCTION

Reactions are a bivsaciological conception, under which it is possible to group
all the phenomena of the living organism, from the simplest to the more
complicated forms of human behavior in the conditions of social life. The
reactions of man in connection with his social relations acquire a social
significance. In this we observe the main distinction between psychology
and physiology. The latter also studies the reactions of man, but studies
them without any reference to his social relations, while in psychology
these relations constitute the principal content of the reactions studied.
(Kornilov, 1930, p. 268)

Scientific study progresses as models are developed to describe a certain
set of phenomena closely. The models may be rudimentary or overly
simplified at first, but refinements or replacements follow as more knowl-
edge about the area becomes available. In principle, a model is retained as
long as it fits the observations in a simple, economical, and testable fashion.
The more untestable assumptions or propositions required to bridge the
gap between the model and the data, the less attractive, more cumber-
some, and vulnerable the model.

In the preceding chapters we have seen a variety of models bearing on
social processes. Each has expanded the set of phenomena typically ad-
dressed to include hypotheses, mediations, or observations at the physio-
logical as well as at the social level. Many of the models that have been
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