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INTRODUCTION

It is often said that science progresses as new means are found to observe,
measure, and quantify the phenomenaofinterest. . . . Social psychology,
concerned with human behavior in a social context, is one of several
disciplines . . . that has been turning to psychophysiology as a way of
augmenting its tools of investigation. (Shapiro & Schwartz, 1970, p. 87)

Social psychophysiology can be characterized by the use of noninvasive
procedures to study the relationships between actual or perceived physio-
logical events and the verbal or behavioral effects of human association.
This emerging field represents the intersection of the disciplines of social
psychology and psychophysiology and is surprisingly comprehensive and
vigorous given two parental disciplines so disparately focused. Social psy-
chology, the older of the two spawning disciplines, is directed toward
understanding the phenomenological and behavioral effects of human
association (past, present, and future). Psychophysiology, on the other
hand, employs noninvasive procedures to study the interrelationships
between physiological events and a person’s reportable and/or overt be-
havior. Social psychology is partitioned into conceptual areas of research
(e.g., attitudes and persuasion, interpersonal attraction, aggression, altru-
ism) and is replete with abstract theories (e.g., Deutsch & Krauss, 1965;
Shaw & Costanzo, 1970; West & Wicklund, 1980). Psychophysiology, in
contrast, is more often partitioned into anatomical areas of research (e.g.,
cardiovascular system, gastrointestinal system) and is laden with tech-
nically sophisticated preparations and instrumentation (e.g., Greenfield &
Sternbach, 1972; Hassett, 1978; Stern, Ray, & Davis, 1980).

Recent research has shown that the differences between these disci-
plines can be complementing rather than defeating. For example, advances
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